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his vessel, the Niagara, gallantly into close action."
Later Perry formulated charges against his second
in command, accusing him of having kept on a
course "which would in a few minutes have carried
said vessel entirely out of action." These docu-
ments were pigeonholed and a Court of Inquiry
commended Elliott as a brave and skillful officer
who had gained laurels in that "splendid victory."

The issue was threshed out by naval experts
who violently disagreed, but there was glory enough
for all and the flag had suffered no stain. Certain
it is that the battle would have lacked its most
brilliantly dramatic episode if Perry had not been
compelled to shift his pennant from the blazing
hulk of the Lawrence and, from the quarter-deck of
the Niagara, to renew the conflict, rally his vessels,
and snatch a triumph from the shadow of disaster.
It was one of the great moments in the storied
annals of the American navy, comparable with a
John Paul Jones shouting " We have not yet begun to
fight!" from the deck of the shattered, water-logged
Bon Homme Richard, or a Farragut lashed in the
rigging and roaring "Damn the torpedoes! Full
speed ahead!"

Because of the failure of Elliott to bring the
Niagara into action at once: as had been laid down